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Welcome to the News
Welcome to the Sex Work Research Hub Newsletter, December,

Research Projects
What is going on at the
moment? A round up of some
of the projects underway.

2018. There is so much exciting research taking place around the
country that it has been hard to keep up with it all. Thank you to
everyone who contributed to this edition, it was a real privilege to
showcase all the achievements in a newsletter. We intend to make it
a regular publication and to use it to keep you in touch with news and
developments which relate to the SWRH, and its members. We are
keen to respond to the interests of our members and look forward to
your feedback and comments on this edition.

Events
A look back at recent events
and a heads up to what is
coming your way

Publications

Books, chapters, journal
articles, newspaper articles
and everything else you have
been producing

Other Stuﬀ
Any other business?
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The Beyond the Gaze project (funded by the ESRC) has
come to an end after three year. We set out to look at
the working practices, safety and regulation of online sex
work. We have achieved a lot with an impressive team of
researchers (Prof Teela Sanders, Dr Rosie Campbell –
University of Leicester, & Prof Jane Scoular, Dr Jane
Pitcher, Stewart Cunningham University of Strathclyde)
and co-researchers from the sex work community.

BtG website: will be maintained for the foreseeable future: https://www.beyond-the-gaze.com/

• Largest data sets in the world on online sex work; sex workers survey (n=641),
customers (n=1,345)
• Significant academic outputs including open access journal articles
• Responded to media requests and driven evidence based pieces
• Active website and twitter which will carry on for foreseeable future

Impact on policy and practice
• Sitting on NPCC police working group
• Home office and National Crime Agency meetings
• Made links and developments with key adult platform websites
• Over 20 training events in 2018, 15 police forces and national SPOC events.
• 200+ practitioners trained alongside NUM
• Practitioners forum gained momentum over 8 events
• Continued participatory action research model where resources have
allowed to have sex workers and co-researchers expertise
What practitioners said:
• 84% (26) said it had increased the knowledge a lot.
• “Having an evidence base for some of the work delivered. Having the
opportunity to hear from other projects about their work with online sex
workers. It has been useful for developing peer involvement.”
• “We have not yet expanded to advertising our project online but the BTG
research & events have had a massive impact in the way we have started
designing our service information & the kind of service we will be offering”
• “So far my work has been solely with street based sex workers so BTG has been
vital in informing the way we approach, advertise & work with internet workers.”

Par�cipatory Ac�on Research:
Guidance for Researchers
Professor Maggie O'Neill and Dr Rosie Campbell
were successful in an applica�on for a small grant
to the Impact Fund, from the Department of
Sociology, University of York to support the
development a good prac�ce resource on sex work
and par�cipatory ac�on research. The aim is to
produce a resource which supports the research
community when conduc�ng par�cipatory ac�on
research and par�cipatory arts research - on sex
work/with sex workers. With members of the
SWRH, Dr Raven Bowen and Carolyn Henham
(Winston Churchill Fellow), they are currently
producing the guidance. Some of you will have ﬁlled
in the survey about PAR that was circulated
through the hub. Big thanks to those of you who
did, the idea is the guidance is informed by the
exper�se and knowledge within the hub and well as
the published literature on PAR. As well as looking
at the principles of PAR it will amongts other things
cover; the beneﬁts and challenges of PAR, ethical
issues, will contain examples of sex work PAR
empirical projects and point to other key
publica�ons and resources.

The guidance itself will be completed in 2019 and will be freely
available online via the SWRH web-pages at University of York and
the SWRH blog. Watch this space.

Monica McCusker, FLASH Coordinator within the Sex Worker
Outreach Project (SWOP) Team at Brighton Oasis Project (BOP)
FLASH aims to see if HIV self-testing is practical and useful for sex
workers who identify as female.
FLASH is trans-inclusive and aims to improve access to testing for sex
workers regardless of immigration status.
A free HIV self-test can be ordered and delivered by post.
We hope to interview some people who have used the kit. This is
optional. This can be anonymous.
Information provided from kit orders, the survey and interviews is
confidential.
FLASH is project for self-identified, female sex workers across the
UK. It is a pilot project to assess uptake and acceptability of the option
of self-testing for HIV. It differs from self-sampling: Less blood and
results within 15 minutes of testing.
SWOP has been delivering services to sex workers (SWs) in Brighton
for over 18 years. We try to find innovative ways to respond to the
changing sex industry. In 2014 Brighton was the first city to participate
in the Fast Track City initiative to hasten elimination of HIV by 2020.
In response to this, BOP, with collaborators, investigated options to
respond to barriers that some online sex workers may experience to
HIV testing. These include stigma, immigration status, and inequity in
GP testing provision. Although some parts of the UK are well-served by
SW support, and sexual health, services, others face poorer access to
sexual health testing. We applied for a grant to deliver a pilot website
that provides access to free, HIV self-testing for sex workers,
identifying as female. Although, there is no evidence to support HIV
rates in UK-based female SWs are higher than the general population,
there are some who may experience barriers that put them at greater
risk. We aimed to make FLASH trans-inclusive and accessible to
migrant sex workers.
Contact: monica.mccusker@brightonoasisproject.co.uk
01273 696970 or 07718 126508

I sabel
C rowhurst
Comparing the Taxation of Prostitution in Europe:
Experiences and Negotiations with Laws and Fiscal
Arrangements
I am conducting a ISRF-funded
project on 'Comparing the taxation of
prostitution in Europe: experiences
and negotiations with laws and fiscal
arrangements’. The project involves
two Co-Is, Alexandra Oliveira
(University of Porto) and Milena
Chimienti (University of Applied
Science Western Switzerland). I am
very keen to expand research into the
under-studied and under-theorized
nexus between taxation and sex work,
if anyone else is interested in this, do
get in touch with me
(icrow@essex.ac.uk).

This project explores the role of fiscal policies in shaping the
relationship between the state and sex workers. Drawing on critical
fiscal studies, we explore taxation as a social practice which has a key
role in shaping the citizenship status of those who operate in the sex
industry. The project explores these dynamics by comparing three
European countries which vary in prostitution and fiscal policies:
Italy, Portugal and Switzerland. We look at laws, policies,
jurisprudence, criminal justice measures and practical fiscal
arrangements that address the taxation of prostitution in the three
countries, as well as political and public debates around these issues
and their media representation, where at all present. Moreover,
drawing on the concept of legal consciousness we employ
biographical interview methods to explore how the fiscal treatment of
commercial sex in the three contexts is understood, negotiated and
responded to by sex workers.

Building Resilience
through Self-Help Groups
for Adolescent Sex
Workers with Young
Children in Zimbabwe
Joanna Busza, Associate Professor in Sexual & Reproductive
Health at the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine
I have received a Grand Challenges Explorations grant
from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to pilot support
groups for adolescent girls involved in sex work who are
pregnant or recently became mothers, in Harare,
Zimbabwe. This is building on an existing Self Help Group
programme for sex workers that I have helped to
establish, and that have been running successfully since
2016, bringing together local sex workers in groups of
10-15 to discuss shared priorities and take action on local
issues (childcare for their children, saving money, buying
“funeral insurance” to safeguard their children’s financial
future, etc.) We also have a separate programme of
activities for young sex workers (15-24). But we noticed
that some younger women, particularly adolescents, often
feel neglected and isolated during pregnancy, and feel less
able to cope as new mothers. This new programme will
provide a supportive network and opportunities to
discuss issues around health pregnancy, seeking antenatal
care, getting tested for HIV and preventing transmission
to their babies, parenting skills and early child
development, and planning for their and their children’s
future. The aim is to increase their access to information,
resources and services but also to build a community that
becomes a “safe space” for them to share information,
encourage and counsel each other, and maintain
motivation to remain engaged with services. The pilot will
run for one year, followed by a proposal for adaptation
and expansion, if it proves feasible and acceptable to
deliver.
Details can be found here:
https://gcgh.grandchallenges.org/grant/building-resilience-through-self-help-groups-adolescen
t-sex-workers-young-children-zimbabwe

Interna�onal Compara�ve
Project: Safety at Work for Trans
and Non-Binary Sex Workers
Dr. Fairleigh Gilmour, Lecturer in Criminology
and Gender Studies at the University of Otago
Most of the exis�ng academic research on sex work, safety and policing focuses on
the experiences of cisgender individuals but a small amount of research has
started to explore the safety needs of trans and non-binary workers. Researchers
from New Zealand and Australia are currently undertaking a project which aims to
contribute to knowledge in this area by exploring trans and non-binary workers’
own experiences and perspec�ves on safety at work, regula�on and policing. The
principal researcher is Fairleigh Gilmour (University of Otago) with support from
Jarre� Blaustein (Monash University). Both researchers have a criminology
background (while Fairleigh is also a gender studies lecturer) and they are
par�cularly interested in how diﬀerent legal frameworks and diﬀerent policing
styles can impact on worker rights, work condi�ons and safety.
The project involves an interna�onal comparison of experiences in New Zealand
(where sex work is decriminalized), Australia (where we have focused on legalized
se�ngs) and the UK. The project involves qualita�ve interviews with current and
former workers. Preliminary ﬁndings have been presented at several conferences,
focusing on key areas such as the beneﬁts of decriminaliza�on, par�cularly for
street workers (presented at the ICOPA Conference in London, 2018), and the
challenges posed by adver�sing restric�ons and how these regula�ons can have
par�cular impacts for trans and non-binary workers (presented at The Symposium
on S�gma, Discrimina�on and Sex Workers’ Rights in Wellington, 2018).
The researchers are looking to conduct a few more interviews in the UK. We are
looking to interview anyone who is: over 18; iden�ﬁes as trans, non-binary or
gender diverse; and either currently or has ever worked in any part of the sex
industry in the UK. Interviews take approximately 45 minutes, can be done over
Skype (or any other preferred format) and interviewees are reimbursed 35 pounds
for their �me. Please contact Fairleigh Gilmour if you would like to par�cipate or
would like any further informa�on about the project.
Fairleigh.gilmour@otago.ac.nz

HEALTH IMPACTS OF THE
CRIMINALISATION OF SEX WORK
December 12th 2018, 12.30-15.00 at 15-17, Tavistock
Place, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine
We would like to invite you join us on
December 12th 2018, 12.30-15.00 at
15-17 Tavistock Place, London School of
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine for a
presentation and discussion on: Health
impacts of the criminalisation of sex
work.

Peninah Mwangi, Chief Executive of the
Kenya-based organisation Bar Hostess
Empowerment and support Programme
and co-author of the review will talk
about how her organisation advocates
for sex workers in the criminal justice
system and works to reduce violence
and discrimination against sex workers.
Dr Raven Bowen, Chief Executive of the
UK-based organisation National Ugly
Mugs, will talk about their work to
reduce violence by raising awareness of
dangerous clients and assisting
individuals to bring about prosecutions.
Dr Mirna Guha from Anglia Ruskin
University will draw on her research in
India to discuss how women experience
and navigate 'everyday' violence and
power inequalities in social relations
within and outside sex work.

The event is timed to coincide with the
upcoming publication of a systematic
review in PLOS Medicine of the public
health evidence on the impacts and
pathways in which sex work laws and
police enforcement practices affect sex
workers’ safety, health and access to
services. Dr Lucy Platt will present
findings from the review on behalf of the
co-authors (Lucy Platt, Pippa Grenfell,
Rebecca Meiksin, Jocelyn Elmes, Susan
Sherman, Teela Sanders, Peninah Mwangi
and Anna-Louise Crago). Luca Stevenson
(International Committee on the Rights
of Sex Workers in Europe) will present
evidence on how sex work laws affect sex
workers’ health in France where the
purchase of sex is criminalised. Katherine
Footer (John Hopkins University) will
present findings from Baltimore, US where all aspects of sex work are
criminalised - on how policing affects the https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the
-health-impacts-of-sex-work-crimin
health and welfare of trans women
alisation-tickets-52224079628
working in sex work.

The
Partnership
Quilt
The Partnership Quilt is a collaboration between staff and
service users of Changing Lives, professional quilters at Six
Penny Memories, and resear�ers at Newcastle University.
Changing Lives support women with experience of sex work, survival sex and/or
sexual exploitation across the North and Midlands, as the largest national
provider of services in communities and in prisons. The quilt project started out
as an activity for service users of the Girls and Proud project in Changing Lives
to do during the Northumberland drop-in sessions, organised by one of the
members of staff. It qui�ly turned into something bigger though as people
began sewing at home, while waiting for appointments, or even in the bath!
When Kim and Debbie from Six Penny Memories became involved in the project
the individual pieces came together and were shaped into a well-balanced quilt.
While this quilt by itself is something all those who put a stit� in it can be proud
of, the addition of the secondary quilt is what makes this a truly special project.
Angelika and Janis from Newcastle University used do-it-yourself, flexible, and
low-cost te�nologies to turn the soft and colourful quilt into a living ar�ive of
stories and experiences of Changing Lives service delivery in the North East of
England. The addition of quilted capacitive tou� sensors turns this traditional
craft artefact into a contemporary piece of interactive art: by tou�ing some of
the rosettes on the quilt a voice is activated to tell a part of the story that lies in
the folds and seams of the quilt.
This multi-layerd mix of traditional craft te�niques and contemporary use of
te�nologies has turned this quilt (and the whole project surrounding the quilt)
into an interesting piece of interdisciplinary and in-the-world project.
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The North East Sex Work Forum's
6th Annual Regional Learning Day
The North East Sex Work Forum hosted their 6th Annual Regional
Learning Day on Thursday 22nd November 2018. It took place at the
Lindisfarne Conference Centre, Durham University. Underpinned by
the principles of collabora�ve and par�cipatory research the RLD
focuses upon current topics of interest to agencies in the North East
seeking knowledge and training around sex work and sexual
exploita�on. The event is organised by the NESWF (members
represent the key agencies working in the NE, A Way Out, Changing
Lives, HMP Low Newton, Arch North East and the University of
Durham) and chaired by Professor Maggie O'Neill.
The day opened with the announcement that Gaynor Trueman (a
co-founder of the NESWF) has been appointed to the role of
co-ordinator. This will ensure sustainability and also legacy for
NESWF and con�nued collabora�on and joint working.
The RLD always begins with an update from the NESWF board
members of what the key agencies had achieved during the year and
the par�cular regional and na�onal contexts of our work. This is then
followed by keynote speakers and opportuni�es for Q & A and
networking.
This year our theme was True Stories and following the agency
updates Maggie, on behalf of Tina Maggiorini a development worker
from Changing Lives, delivered a moving tribute to one of Changing
Live’s peer researchers who spoke at last year’s Regional Learning
Day, Nikki Stephenson who sadly recently passed away. The tribute
told movingly about Nikki, her life, hopes and dreams and the
challenges she had experienced; the day was dedicated to the
memory of Nikki.

Del Campbell from Na�onal Ugly Mugs then gave an update on the work of this important
na�onal charity and the good news that Dr Raven Bowen had been appointed as the new
CEO and had ins�gated a Research and Development strand of NUM, named RAD.
Our next key speaker Gemma Scire (Basis Yorkshire) focused upon the Leeds managed area
and the work of Basis in her talk ‘Centring Marginalised and Excluded Voices in Policy
Making – Leeds Managed Approach’, upda�ng us on the developments in that important
area. Dr Rosie Campbell was next and she delivered key ﬁndings from the Beyond the Gaze
research project: ‘Beyond the Gaze bringing to the fore on-line sex work: key ﬁndings and
implica�ons for policy and prac�ce’. She also discussed the recently published guidance and
how agencies could access it, this being key to the a�ending audience.
The a�ernoon session focused upon migrant sex work, showing Nick Mai's ﬁlm Normal,
which was followed by a Q&A with Nick (via Skype), Rosie, and Del.
The day concluded at 3pm with closing remarks from Maggie and Gaynor with all
par�cipants urged to inform the forum of topics they felt would be of importance to their
learning for next year’s Regional Learning Day.
Warm Thanks to Dr Susan Frenk, Principal of St Aidan's College, Durham University who
provided the conference venue and funding towards lunch and refreshments. The RLD was
previously funded by Northern Rock.
Maggie and Gaynor

THE LAURA LEE SEX WORKER
HUMAN RIGHTS LECTURE
Advancing a Social Justice Agenda for Sex Workers Workshop,
and the launch of Sharron FitzGerald and Kathryn McGarry's
edited book 'Realising Social Justice for Sex Workers'
We are delighted to report the workshop,
Advancing a Social Jus�ce Agenda for Sex
Workers, the inaugural lecture in honour of
Laura Lee; and launch of Sharron FitzGerald
and Kathryn McGarry's brilliant edited book
'Realising Social Jus�ce for Sex Workers' was
organised by the ISWRN in collabora�on
with the Loyola Ins�tute at Trinity College
Dublin on November 16th 2018.
This was a great and historic day, ﬁrst, because the event emerged from discussions
between the ISWRN and SWRH who came together to share research and prac�ce
in the closed workshop at Trinity College during the day; second, the ﬁrst annual
public lecture in honour of Laura Lee's pioneering work and commitment to realising
social jus�ce to sex workers was given by Maggie O'Neill (co-founder of the SWRH
who is joining UCC and the ISWRN) 'Sex Work, sexual ci�zenship and social jus�ce:
towards a real poli�cs of jus�ce' and last but not least, Realising Social Jus�ce for
Sex Workers was launched with chapters from members of both the ISWRN and the
SWRH. The book (with a great introduc�on by Kate McGrew) was launched by
Anastacia Crickley, former Chairperson of the United Na�ons Commi�ee on the
Elimina�on of Racial Discrimina�on, Dept Applied Social Studies Maynooth in
conjunc�on with the Centre for Rights, Recogni�on and Redistribu�on at
Maynooth University.
Speakers at the closed workshop included, Sharron FitzGerald, Gillian Wylie,
Leigh-Ann Storey, Luca Stevenson, Pippa Grenfell and Belinda Brooks-Gordon with
break out discussion groups on a related range of themes including violence, law
and regula�on, methodologies and health. Discussants following the annual lecture
were Jane Scoular, Kate McGrew, Paul Ryan and Kathryn McGarry.
We hope that this is the ﬁrst of many collabora�ve events between the ISWRH and
the SWRH.
With thanks to Paul Maginn for a fabulous archive of images and sound throughout
the day.
Maggie & Sharron

Photographs from the first Laura Lee
Sex Worker Human Rights Public Lecture

Professor Jane Scoular and Kate McGrew

Professor Jane Scoular, Kate McGrew, Dr Paul Ryan, Dr Sharron
A. Fitzgerald, Dr Kathryn McGarry, Professor Maggie O'Neill

Dr Rosie Campbell and
Ma� Valen�ne-Chase

Dr Gillian Wylie

Dr Paul Ryan and Dr Raven Bowen

The Sex Work
Research Hub
Annual Postgraduate Research
Conference 2019
The Consortium for Sexuality Studies is
delighted to host The Sex Work Research
Hub Annual Postgraduate Research
Conference!

DATE AND TIME
Fri 25 January 2019
10:00 – 17:00 GMT

LOCATION
Richard Price
The morning will be dedicated to
presentations by postgraduate researchers Building
Swansea University
and the afternoon will focus on three
Singleton Park
workshop sessions, chaired by members
Campus
of the SWRH:
Sketty
SA2 8PP

Dr

Belinda

Brooks-Gordon

Keynote

This free conference will be of interest to
researchers, students, sex workers and
activists who have an interest in issues related
to the sex industry globally and within the UK
The call for papers has now closed and there
have been some fantastic abstracts and we are
really looking forward to seeing everyone
there
Registration closes Friday 7th December at
midnight
A free lunch will be provided and we hope to
arrange a social event for the evening of the
25th!

Workshop 1 – Methods, ethics and risk
Workshop 2 – Getting the most out of your supervisor
Workshop 3 – Building your CV and making an impact

31 st October – 6th December, 2018
The Red Project aims to offering a fresh insight into
the lives of sex workers through seasons of films,
discussions and events. Too often, abuse perpetrated
on sex workers is considered a minor issue for the
media, the general public and even some feminists.
The season aims to raise awareness amongst the
general public and professionals of how stigmatised
representations of sex workers can have a
life-threatening impact upon them. The Red Project
provides also a platform for collaborations with sex
workers' organizations in order to have a voice, so
they can engage with communities to educate the
general public and access community support to end
violence against those who work in the sex trade.

Subtitle

The Red Project is organized by Firefly Leicester Community Interest Company. Our
activities intend to encourage adults to address and challenge difficult questions related to
violence, sexualities, stigma, exploitation and sexually transmitted diseases. Whether you
have any questions or just want to say 'Hello' you can visit out website at
http://www.redproject.co.uk or you can find us on social networks or send an email to:
info@redproject.co.uk

12.00 on 6th December, 2018
Dr Kate Lister and Basis Sex Work Project present 'Sex
And The City Of Leeds', at Thoresby Conference Room,
Leeds City Museum, Millennium Square, Leeds LS2 8BH
Ellen Bransberg was fined forty
shillings for ‘being a prostitute and
importuning for immoral purposes’ in
the city of Leeds in December 1946.
During the hearing, Bransberg was
described by the police as ‘the best
known prostitute in Leeds’. Bransberg
may well have been the ‘best known’
sex worker, but the history of the sex
trade is anything but well known. In
this fascinating talk, Dr Kate Lister and
Basis Sex Work Project invite you to
explore the hidden history of sex in the
city of Leeds. We will unearth the
earliest records of sex work in Leeds,
trace the city’s efforts at regulation,
healthcare and abolition to the present
day, and shine a light on a vibrant, but
little-known history of Leeds. The
event is introduced by historian Dr
Sara Barker.

This event is part of Basis's '17 Days of Action' in December to mark
December 17th, the International Day to End Violence Against Sex Workers.
The event will also feature a project directed by Basis and completed by
students at Leeds Trinity University that remembers the last seventeen sex
workers who were murdered in Leeds /Bradford. The event is free, but
place need to be booked through https://histfest.com/products/kate-lister
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And in
Other News...
Professor Maggie O'Neill has now le� the University of York and joined
University College Cork as Prof in Sociology. Maggie has been involved
in researching sex work since 1989 when she was commissioned by
Safer Ci�es No�ngham to do research that lead to a mul� agency
response to sex work which included sex workers as stakeholders. She
has been a support and inspira�on to many especially with her emphasis
on the use of par�cipatory ac�on research and par�cipatory arts
methodologies. She was one of the founders of the Sex Work Research
Hub when she was based at the University of Durham and has served as
a Co-Chair since the hub's establishment. Congrats to Maggie as she
takes up her new post. She moves on from the Department of Sociology,
University of York, where the hub has been hosted. Maggie is staying on
the board of SWRH but stepping down as one of the Co-Chairs. A big
thanks to Maggie from the hub board and members for her �me and
eﬀort as Co-Chair, we are pleased she remains involved and look
forward to further working with her and other colleagues at the Irish Sex
Work Research Network.
Professor Nick Mai (University of Kingston) who has been on the board
of the hub since it's establishment, becomes a Co-Chair from late
November. The SWRH remains hosted by The University of York, but
within the Department of Social Policy and Social Work, where Dr Rosie
Campbell who co-founded the hub with Maggie is now based. Professor
Teela Sanders (University of Leicester) remains a Co-Chair.

The Leeds Managed Approach
On 14th November, Leeds City Council meet to
discuss suspending or reviewing the managed
approach to street sex work. The resident
group calling themselves 'save our eyes'
protested outside the council mee�ng for the
approach to be closed down. Members of the
Hub, Basis Sex Work Project, and other
concerned for sex worker safety held a counter
vigil to remember the sex workers who have
been murdered or abused in Leeds. Members of
the hub, including Carolyn Henham, Rosie
Campbell, Kate Lister and Maggie O'Neill all
submi�ed data in support of the approach to
the council before the mee�ng. ECP and
SWARM also published le�ers of support. I'm
pleased to say that although the council whips
decided not to submit our data to the council
before the mee�ng, emailing individual
councillors the night before proved very
eﬀec�ve and the recommenda�ons of the Hub
was read out in the mee�ng by Councillor
Goulton. The council have decided to review
the approach. Our deepest thanks to everyone
who supported Basis Sex Work Project and the
women in the managed area.

